Message

From:
Sent:
To:

CcC:
Subject:

Stein, Carol [Stein.Carol@epa.gov]

4/19/2016 4:38:17 PM

Scharf, Steven (DEC) [steven.scharf@dec.ny.gov]
Wilkie, Henry (DEC) [henry.wilkie@dec.ny.gov]
Re: News Clips- Drums Buried in Bethpage Park

Thanks Steve.

From: Scharf, Steven (DEC) <steven.scharf@dec.ny.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, April 19, 2016 12:34 PM

To: Stein, Carol

Cc: Wilkie, Henry (DEC)

Subject: RE: News Clips- Drums Buried in Bethpage Park

Carol,

Don’t know anything about the whistleblower or what the article says he saw. Just what the report says and what |
know. Bottom line, everything in the parking area has been removed. Everything else that’s in the ballfield is contained
and or slated to be removed.

Thanks,

Steve

Steven M. Scharf, P.E.

Project Engineer, Division of Environmental Remediation
New York State Dept of Environmental Conservation
Remedial Bureau A

625 Broadway 12 Floor

Albany, NY 12233-7015

518-402-95620
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From: Stein, Carol [mailto:Stein.Carol@epa.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, April 19, 2016 12:19 PM

To: Scharf, Steven (DEC)

Cc: Wilkie, Henry (DEC)

Subject: Re: News Clips- Drums Buried in Bethpage Park

Thank you Steve. ok, so | think you are saying that the drums mentioned by the whistleblower already were
removed in 20077 My only question about this is that the FER report (attachment page 6 of 6) says that all the
removed drums were found to be crushed, and that there weren't any whole sealed drums removed. This
doesn’t seem to be consistent with what the whistleblower recalled in the Newsday article. Any thoughts on
this?

Thanks,
Carol

From: Scharf, Steven (DEC) <steven.scharf@dec.ny.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, April 19, 2016 11:49 AM

To: Stein, Carol

Cc: Mannino, Pietro; Harrington, Jim (DEC); Wilkie, Henry (DEC); Swartwout, John (DEC); Evans, Daniel (DEC); Fonda, Bill
(DEC); Parish, Walter (DEC)

Subject: RE: News Clips- Drums Buried in Bethpage Park

Carol,

Attached is an extraction from the Final Engineering Report (FER) from the Town of Oyster Bay which documents Drum
removals from the Park in 2006 by the Town of Oyster Bay FYl. The map indicates the area where the drums were
removed in 2007 that the “whistleblower” likely was trenching in the parking area in the early 1990’s.

Thanks,

Steve

Steven M. Scharf, P.E.

Project Engineer, Division of Environmental Remediation
New York State Dept of Environmental Conservation
Remedial Bureau A

625 Broadway 12" Floor

Albany, NY 12233-7015

518-402-9620
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From: Stein, Carol [mailto:Stein.Carol@epa.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, April 19, 2016 11:01 AM

To: Wilkie, Henry (DEC); Scharf, Steven (DEC)

Cc: Mannino, Pietro

Subject: Fw: News Clips- Drums Buried in Bethpage Park

Hi Henry and Steve. You may already know about this. It now is on our Regional Administrator's radar.

From: Enck, Judith

Sent: Tuesday, April 19, 2016 10:57 AM

To: Mccabe, Catherine; Garbarini, Doug; Stein, Carol; Filippelli, John; Mugdan, Walter
Subject: FW: News Clips

NEWSDAY: WHISTLEBLOWER: DRUMS BURIED IN WHAT IS NOW BETHPAGE PARK
UPDATED APRIL 18, 2016 7:52 PM

BY EMILY C. DOOLEY

HIGHLIGHTS

» Contamination traced to decades of aviation manufacturing

« State environmental agency ‘has opened an immediate investigation’

State environmental officials are investigating a whistleblower’s report that large drums were discovered at
bethpage community park decades ago during excavation work and subsequently reburied.
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The site is on the state superfund registry and is part of an $81 million mandated cleanup program to remove
contaminated soils and remediate a toxic groundwater plume that has high concentrations of volatile organic
chemicals, some of them carcinogenic.

Contamination there has been traced to manufacturing operations on a parcel of more than 600 acres in
bethpage used by the navy and what now is northrop grumman to manufacture, test and design aircraft and
space vehicles between the 1930s and mid-1990s. It was added to the superfund list in 1983 and is subject to
several cleanup programs.

Grumman aircraft engineering corp. Donated the community park land to oyster bay town in 1962. Before that,
paint, oils, chromium-tainted sludge, arsenic and solvents were dumped there — which was legal at the time.

A former dec official with knowledge of the superfund program said it was not illegal for drums, chemicals or
other waste to be buried or dumped when grumman owned the land. He asked not to be identified.

“it’'s not atypical around industrial areas to find pockets where they used to dump stuff,” the former dec official
said.

In the early 1890s, if workers did not see chemicals seeping from the drums when they were uncovered, there
was not an obligation fo report it, he said. “i don’t think it was a crime,” the former official said. “it was probably
bad judgment.”

Remains of a dugout at the now-closed baseball field at bethpage community park, on friday, april 15, 2016.
Photo credit: newsday / alejandra villa

State department of environmental conservation spokesman sean mahar said the agency “has opened an
immediate investigation to ensure all waste previously disposed of at this site was addressed by the town of
oyster bay or is included in northrop grumman’s proposed remediation.”

He could not provide more details because the probe is active.

“the agency is determining whether or not the issue raised by the concerned citizen has already been identified
and addressed,” mahar added.

A field at bethpage community park, on friday april 15, 2016. Photo credit: newsday / alejandra villa

Oyster bay spokeswoman marta kane said the town was unaware of the investigation. “obviously, if this is
something that is accurate, it would be a concern for us,” she said.

The bethpage water district reported the claim this month during a meeting with acting dec commissioner basil
seggos and other state employees. The district, which serves more than 30,000 customers, has spent millions
treating its drinking water to remove contaminants.

“this seems like a very credible person or resource and we passed it along to the dec,” bethpage water
superintendent mike boufis said.

Boufis told seggos the whistleblower said the hole was backfilled in the early 1990s after discovery of the
drums.

In an interview, the whistleblower, who asked not to be named, told newsday he had thought about the matter
over the years.

Remains of a dugout at the now-closed baseball field at bethpage community park, on friday, april 15, 2016.
Photo credit: newsday / alejandra villa

“i hope that what i found is relevant and it gets cleaned up,” said the whistieblower, who has property in
bethpage. “i want as much as anybody else to have it cleaned up.”

Investigations and survey work have been done at the park over the years. Parts of it — including an ice rink,
skateboard area, pool and tennis courts — are open to the public.

ED_002631A_00005115-00004



In 2002, the town closed down a portion of it for soil, air and groundwater tests. In 2005, a large part of the
park was excavated to remove contaminants, dec said. Additional testing was done in 2014 and 2015 as part
of a cleanup plan for the park area.

Records show portions of the park also were evaluated in 1894 and 1898, and a soil survey was done when
the park was first donated to oyster bay.

If evidence of dumping is discovered, the state can go to responsible parties and have them remediate the
property, the dec said. If they refuse, the dec can do the work and charge for the cost.

Remains of a dugout at the now-closed baseball field at bethpage community park, on friday, april 15, 2016.
Photo credit: newsday / alejandra villa

For years, water districts, the state, navy and northrop grumman have tussled over how to clean up soil
contamination and a series of plumes coming from the site. Officials have said the community park plume is
among the most toxic.

L.ate last year, a monitoring well about a mile from the park detected 14,700 parts per billion of a mixture of
volatile organic chemicals, chief among them a solvent called trichloroethylene, or tce, which is classified as a
likely carcinogen. It was the highest concentration of chemicals to be documented off-site so far. The drinking
water standard for tce is 5 parts per billion.

In march, the dec ordered northrop grumman to speed up construction of a remediation well, saying drinking
water was threatened.

If the drums discovered in the 1980s contained chemicals, it could be a source of some of the contamination,
boufis said.

‘i would think almost that is the pinnacle of the tip of the iceberg that started flowing,” he said.
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